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and artisans of Paris ; and the moderates, such as Lamartine,
had been forced to give these extremists a share of office in the
Provisional Government which they had set up. We shall now
see how the struggle between these two discordant elements
within the Provisional Government led to a fearful street-battle
which drove France to accept another Bonapartist dictatorship
to ensure law and order.
The Government was to hold office while arrangements were
being made for a Constituent Assembly which was to provide
France with a new Republican constitution. During these
six weeks the doctrines of Socialism (§ 111) spread rapidly
among the working-class of Paris. Now that the heavy hand of
the Orleans censorship was removed, dozens of cheap journals
and democratic clubs sprang into existence to spread the gospel
which promised the working-man a fairer share of the produce
of his labour. And the Socialist leaders had the same formidable
means of coercing the Government which the Jacobins had had
in 1792-1794—the armed mob of Paris. On the very first day
of its existence the Provisional Government was intimidated by
a mob into promising to provide "work for all." But the
system of " National Workshops " now set up was totally
unlike that which Blanc had proposed in his pamphlet on
the subject. As a matter of fact it was organised, in spite of
his protests, by a non-socialist member of the Government who
wanted to demonstrate its fallacy. Instead of employing men
at their trades in State factories, all applicants were set to
navvy-work—mostly digging trenches and filling them in again
in the Champs-lilysees. Even so, it soon became impossible to
find work, or even tools, for all those who came forward ; and
they had to take turns, the unemployed half receiving one and a
half francs for a day of standing about talking Socialism. The
prospect of getting money for nothing drew tens of thousands
from all the surrounding districts, many even giving up regular
jobs toshare the national bounty in Paris. By the middle of May
there were 100,000 of them, and the cost to the country was
over 160,000 francs a day.

